Ttie Superpowers and the Middle East

Aqaba issue, hoping apparently to secure political gains for
both herself and Egypt, but at the same time she was careful
not to take a public stand on Nasser's claim of sovereignty
over the Straits of Tiran. In a word, the Soviets sought maximum
gains from a highly critical situation so long as they could
avoid a confrontation with the United States. They supported
the Arabs upto the time it became imperative to part company
with them in the interest of avoiding a conflict with the United
States.69

The Soviet Union had hoped that the United States, having
been isolated by the unwillingness of the Western maritime
powers to risk war by a test of blockade, would reach a settle-
ment on terms reasonably favourable to Nasser. A settlement
on such a basis could redound to Soviet credit; it could have
a positive effect on her position in the Middle East; it could also
strike a blow at American prestige internationally. But this
acute situation was quickly changed by Israel's attack on the
Arabs and her seizure of the Sinai. And after the outbreak
of Arab-Israeli war, when the risk of a Soviet-American con-
frontation loomed large,70 the Russians backed off and opted

avoiding an entanglement with the Arabs and a collusion with
the United States, the Soviet leadership has been faithful to tradition.
During the centuries of expansion by which the principality of Muscovy
grew into the great Russian Empire and the Greater Soviet Union, two
principles were almost always respected: to advance by land into adjoin-
ing regions to which troops and settlers could easily be moved, and to
avoid a clash with a superior or even an equal power.
^o Both the Soviet Union and the United States were so fearful of
finding themselves, through some miscalculations, at war, that they quickly
made use of the "hot-line5* link between Moscow and Washington to assure
each other that they would make every effort to end the fighting in the
Middle East and to avoid precipitate actions which might cause an escala-
tion of the Arab-Israeli confrontation. New York Times, 9 June 1967,
p. 18; "The Night the Hot Line Went Up", Look Magazine, 12 December
1967, p. 31.
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